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and TDD)

Handicapping Conditions Served:  Deafness, hearing impairment, deaf -blindness.

Users Served: Disabled persons, parents, teachers, professionals working with hearing
impaired persons, organizations of deaf persons and those serving deaf and hearing-
impaired persons.

The Organization: Founded in 1980, Deaf Communications Institute (DCI) is a nonprofit
organization for improved communications services for hearing-impaired persons.
According to its by-laws, at least 51% of DCI's Board of Directors must be deaf. Through
an international electronic mail service for deaf people called DCI Deafnet, the organization
serves a group of deaf users, schools with programs for deaf students, and hearing people
who have an interest in the deaf community. This service makes use of Telemail, n
commercial electronic mail service owned by Telenet, a division of GTE (General Telephone
and Electronics Corporation). International Communications Limited provides the
administration and management service of DCI Deafnet on GTE Telemail. Services offered
by DCI Deafnet include electronic mail communications to individuals or groups of people,
bulletin boards accessible to the entire membership which give announcements and news of
interest to the deaf community, opportunities to meet others, and a forum for discussion.
Electronic mail is a fast and efficient communication method, saving money on direct calls
to individual members and convenient for picking up and sending messages, particularly
when different time zones are involved.

DCI also operates the DEAF MESSENGER in the Boston community which is an
experimental TDD-compatible electronic bulletin board accessed by TDD.

Information Services: Brochures are available describing the DCI organization and services
offered. Anyone can join the DCI Deafnet electronic message service on GTE Telemail by
completing the application form and paying an annual membership fee. Membership is open
to any interested person. Rate sheets are available from International Communications
Limited (the billing agent) through DCI Deafnet. Interested individuals can join DCI
without joining DCI Deafnet or Telemail.

DCI also provides technical consultation on telecommunications to groups of deaf people
and gives testimony at government hearings.
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es are held for professionals in the field to present current research and to
